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October 20, 2011 

 

 

 

The Honorable Patty Murray 

Russell Senate Office Building Rm.448  

Washington, DC 20510                                                                     

The Honorable Jeb Hensarling 

129 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Chairman Hensarling: 

 

I am writing to ask you to oppose proposals to federalize Internet poker and casino 

gambling.  Such proposals would diminish significant sources of revenue for the states 

when we have already had to endure significant revenue reductions.    

 

In Maryland, for example, federalized poker and casino gambling would put at risk the 

$519 million annually we generate from our state lottery – our state’s fourth largest 

source of revenue – and jeopardize the jobs and survival of lottery retailers, many of 

which are small businesses.   

 

It would also jeopardize the dollars for K-12 public education, community colleges, and 

four-year colleges and universities that are generated by new slots locations in our State.  

In less than a year, we have already generated $50 million for these priorities at two 

new locations – a figure that would otherwise be certain to rise when three more 

locations come online.  Our facilities employ 500 people with good wages and benefits.     

 

Historically, states have had the right to make their own decisions about whether to 

offer gambling and how to regulate the industry.  These proposals would strip states of 

those rights.   

 

In Maryland, when we created our state lottery in 1972 and legalized a limited number 

of slot locations in 2008, we put each choice before our voters.  Under the pending 

federal proposals, our people would lose the right to express their will.   
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Many of us in the states already face significant budget deficits.  Federalizing internet 

poker and casino games would serve to widen these deficits – and therefore threaten our 

nation’s fragile jobs recovery. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Governor 

 

cc: The Honorable Harry Reid 

 The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

 The Honorable John Boehner 

 The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 

 Members, Joint Select Committee on Deficit Reduction 

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch 

 The Honorable Spencer Bachus 

 The Honorable Barney Frank  

 The Maryland Congressional Delegation  


